
Many unemployment rates rose more slowly than usual in November 
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Adams County’s unemployment 
rate did not fall as fast as usual this 
summer and rose faster than usual in 
November.  Last November’s rate was 
0.9 percent below typical and this No-
vember’s rate is 2.2 percent above 
typical.  The leisure & hospitality em-
ployment estimate was about as far 
below year-ago 
levels as it has 
been at any point 
in the last 12 
months. 

F o r e s t 
County’s unem-
ployment rate 
rose more gradu-
ally than usual in 
November, leav-
ing it 0.6 percent 
below the typical 
November level.  
Leisure & hospi-
tality employment 
estimates have 
been below year-
ago estimates for 
9 of the last 12 
months, but not as far below as now 
(roughly 70 jobs or 43%).  Except Sep-
tember, education & health services 
employment estimates have followed 
last year’s general trends fairly closely. 

Langlade County’s unemploy-
ment rate rose more slowly than usual 
in November, leaving it 0.4 percent 
above the typical November level.  
This is closer to normal than the 
county’s rate has been in the last 12 
months.  Total nonfarm employment 
estimates have been within 30 jobs 
(roughly 1%) of year-ago figures for 10 
of the last 12 months. 

Lincoln County’s unemployment 
rate rose more slowly than it typically 
does in November, and matched the 
typical November rate almost exactly.  
The construction employment esti-
mate has been below its year-ago lev-

els for the last 12 months, and the 
current reading (80 jobs or 25% below 
the year-ago level) is the softest one 
seen in the last 12 months. 

Marathon County’s unemploy-
ment rate held steady instead of rising 
as it typically does in November.  This 
left it 0.4 percent below the typical 

November level.  The autumn decline 
in professional & business services em-
ployment estimates was later and 
more gradual this year than last.  Re-
tail trade employment estimates had 
been below year-ago levels since last 
December, so a November estimate 
slightly above its year-ago level is 
somewhat encouraging. 

Oneida County’s unemployment 
rate rose more slowly than it usually 
does in November, leaving it 0.2 per-
cent above the typical November 
level.  This is closer than it has been in 
11 of the last 12 months.  In May and 
June, leisure & hospitality employment 
estimates were about 230-260 jobs 
(9.1-9.3%) above year-ago levels, while 
the current estimate is just 70 jobs 
(3.5%) above last November’s esti-
mate. 

Portage County’s unemployment 
rate rose more slowly than usual in 
November and sits 0.3 percent above 
its typical November level.  Seven of 
the last twelve months’ rates have 
been further above their typical levels.  
For all of 2004 manufacturing employ-
ment estimates have been below year-

ago levels.  From 
January through 
July, the gap be-
tween current 
and year-ago lev-
els appeared to 
be narrowing.  
Since August, that 
gap has been 
growing.  From 
April through Au-
gust, retail & 
wholesale trade 
employment esti-
mates seemed to 
lose momentum. 
   Vilas County’s 
unemp loyment 
rate increased 
just as it typically 

does in November, remaining 0.9 per-
cent above its normal level.  October-
to-November declines in construction 
employment estimates and in leisure & 
hospitality employment estimates 
were largely attributable to seasonal 
factors. 

Wood County’s unemployment 
rate rose just a bit faster than it usu-
ally does in November and is now 1.0 
percent above its typical November 
level.  The retail & wholesale trade 
employment estimate rose sharply in 
November, but not fast enough to 
keep pace with last year’s trend, so 
the estimate is further below its year-
ago level than it has been at any point 
in the last 12 months.  Manufacturing 
employment estimates remain well 
below year-ago levels and have not 
signaled sustained recovery.  
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